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Foreign Missions of the Reformed Datel Church. 


BORNEO MISSION. 


On the 30th of May, 1836, Messrs. Elihu Doty, Jacob 
Ennis, Elbert Nevius, and William Youngblood, with 
their wives, and Miss Azuba C. Condit, sister of Mrs. 
Nevius, received their Instructions at the Middle Dutch 
Church in New York city. They were to go and labor 
as missionaries under the direction of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, but were 
to form, somewhere in Netherlands India, a distinct mis- 
sion, which should symbolize, ecclesiastically, with the 
Reformed Dutch Church. The following is extracted 
from the Instructions given to them, which are published 
in full in the Appendix to the Twenty-seventh Annual 
Report of the American Board. . 

‘Embarking in the ship Ceylon, captain Gore, you 
will, with the leave of Providence, proceed to the island 
of Java; and your object will be, under the guidance 
and with the favor of the King of Zion, to effect a new 
mission in some eligible part of the Archipelago. We 
send you to Java, because, with our present information, 
the only places in the Archipelago to which we should 
venture, in the first instance, to send so large a company, 
are Batavia and Singapore; and considering our number 
of resident missionaries at Singapore, you will find more 
ample scope for your exertions in Java, than at that place, 
while looking for a permanent residence. We hope, too, 
that you may find inducements for a permanent settle- 
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ment in that large, populous, and beautiful island. Two 
things, however, are indispensable in the site of your 
mission ; first, that you do not interfere with any existing 
protestant mission; and secondly, that you have a rea- 
sonable prospect of operating upon a sufficient number 
of native inhabitants to create an enduring interest in 
your own minds, and also in the minds of your patrons at 
home. The Dutch have guarantied to the native Mo- 
hammedan population of Java the unmolested enjoyment 
of their religion, and have hitherto resisted missionary 
efforts among that portion of the community. Whether 
they will relax their policy, as the British authorities in 
India have done, so far as the employment of reasonable 
persuasion on the native mind is concerned, is uncertain. 
We presume they will, as soon as they are convinced that 
insurrection will not result from the peaceable influence 
of the missionary of Jesus; since mere moral suasion 
cannot be an infraction of their treaties with the Javanese. 
We must pray, hope, and put forth our endeavors in 
meekness and heavenly wisdom. You should not require 
or expect too much from the government. What they 
yield to you, in addition to leave of residence on the 
island, will be done tacitly and informally ; and you will 
beware how you ask for things which they may think 
themselves obliged formally to refuse. You will, at all 
events, secure, if possible, a healthful temporary resi- 
dence for your families in the neighborhood of Batavia, 
where you can apply yourselves to some one of the more 
important languages of the Archipelago, and at the same 
time be ascertaining your duty as a mission.” 


The missionaries arrived at Batavia on the 15th of 
September, 1836, and commenced the study of the Malay 
language. After three or four months, the brethren Doty 
and Nevius commenced the study of the Chinese. In 
February, 1837, the mission requested the government to 
permit two of their number to visit the principal places 
on the eastern shores of Java,and some other islands un- 
der the Dutch government. Samarang, Solo, Surabaya, 
Borneo, Celebes, and the Moluccas, were mentioned in 
the petition. An answer was not returned till Septem- 
ber, a period of seven months, and the reply was in some 
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respects more trying than the delay. The only thing 
asked by the brethren, was liberty for two of their num- 
ber to travel and explore: the reply overlooked this 
point, and decided at once upon the point of location and 
settlement. It prohibited the two who had been named 
as explorers from establishing themselves as missionaries 
anywhere upon Java, Celebes, or the Moluccas, but per- 
mitted them to proceed to the island of Borneo, and there 
pursue their vocation. Permission was immediately re- 
quested for the other two brethren to do the same, and 
the answer to this application was also delayed a number 
of months. ‘The government finally decided that no mis- 
sionary from any foreign country should be permitted to 
establish himself anywhere in Netherlands India, except 
on the island of Borneo; and that every foreign mis- 
sionary must first reside a year at Batavia. ‘This re- 
striction, as Dr. Ferris afterwards ascertained, had the 
approval of the Board of the Netherlands Missionary 
Society. 

Messrs. Arms and Robbins, missionaries of the Ameri- 
can Board, had already visited the western coast of 
Borneo, from Sambas to Pontianak. ‘The position of 
these places and of all others important in the history 
of the Borneo mission, will be seen on the Map prefixed 
to this Appeal. It was to this part of Borneo, the breth- — 
ren now directed their attention as the place indicated by 
Providence for their future home as missionaries of the. 
cross. Meanwhile Mr. Ennis, availing himself of what 
is called a sea-pass, travelled through a part of the island 
of Sumatra, and he afterwards visited the islands of Bali 
and Lambok. 

On the 25th of May, 1838, the Rev. Frederick B. 
Thomson and Rev. William J. Pohlman embarked at 
New York in the ship Albion, and arrived at Singapore 
in September. There they met Mr. Doty, and he with 
Mr. Pohlman proceeded to Borneo, to make preparations 
for the removal of the several mission families to that 
island. Mr. Doty removed his family to Sambas in June, 
1839, and Mr. Youngblood arrived with his at Pontianak 
in the September following. Mr. Nevius and his family 
reached Pontianak before the end of the year. Messrs. 
Thomson and Pohlman were detained at Batavia by the 
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rule of the Dutch government. The latter arrived at 
Pontianak in August, 1841. About that time the mis- 
sion became concentrated at Pontianak. In the autumn 
of 1839, Mr. Thomson was bereaved of his wife. On the 
very day of her decease, (Nov. 17,) the Rev. William T, 
Van Doren and wife and Rev. Isaac P. Stryker embarked 
at Boston for Batavia. It had been thought that it might 
be desirable for Mr. Thomson to remain as a missionary 
at Batavia; but the Prudential Committee now wrote 
advising him to proceed to Borneo; and it is a singular 
coincidence, that, just about that time, the government 
forbade his any longer performing missionary labors, ex- 
cept in Borneo. At the close of the year 1840, Mr. 
Thomson was married to Miss Combe, a pious Swiss lady, 
who had come to Batavia as a teacher, and before the 
end of the next year we find him with his brethren at 
Pontianak. 

Mr. Nevius had already been obliged to proceed with his 
family to Singapore, on account of the failure of his wife’s 
health. Their hopes of returning to Borneo were never 
realized; and, after trying the effect of the Nielgherry 
Hills in Southern India, Mr. and Mrs. Nevius complied 
with instructions received from the Committee, and re- 
turned home by way of Bombay and St. Helena, arriving 
at New York August 17th, 1844, Their sister, Miss 
Condit, was detained at Bombay by her marriage with 
the Rev. D. O. Allen, a missionary of the American 
Board at that place; where she soon after died, June 11, 
1844, Mr. Ennis returned to this country in July, 1840, 
and his connection with the Board was soon after dis- 
solved. ‘The physical constitution of both Mr. and Mrs, 
Van Doren proved to be unadapted to a tropical climate, 
and they found it necessary to return to their native land. 
Mr. Stryker, after being nearly a year at Batavia, em- 
barked for Singapore, on his way to Borneo, apparently 
in good health, but died of fever just as the vessel reached 

ort. 
: The Rev. William H. Steele, the last helper sent to the 
mission, arrived at Batavia, September 16, 1842. He 
received permission to proceed to Borneo after being only 
eight months at Batavia, and reached Pontianak in the 
autumn of 1843. 
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Messrs. Doty and Pohlman made the Chinese language 
their medium of communication with the people, and of 
course directed their missionary labors to the Chinese, 
Messrs. Youngblood, Thomson and Steele are mission- 
aries to the Dyaks. The station at Karangan, a Dyak 
settlement, was commenced in the autumn of 1842. Mr. 
Thomson began residing there with his family early in 
January, 1843, and Mr. Youngblood and his family about 
two months later. Mr. Thomson’s premises are thus pic- 
tured. 


y 


«< 
eh 
i 


na SG, 
ay es) 
nS PUY rR 
He 


i 


waht 


My 
a 
ala 


SS 
SS SSeS 


—— 


Upp 
Mi 
Yip 


aes 
= : es Sos 
QS 5 y 


oy 2 


fee § i 
\ y be N ie s 
2 ee oy poet seston seas tet: eet SN 
ZB Aa Wee: Evin igstines 
33! Fane Bessy eas] 32 
Stn NWN 4s Se Pf aee ee (ZENE 
= Up manes ea > he ce eg a 
=" ‘= Bs Ay WES SE 
> Ss ty oe 
oe eS ee x = 
< ys eae. ie = 
a) = : 


U, 
iy 
WLLL 


Ld) 


Ml 

vy Lif 
Wi 
Ui 


Bb phe 
OO Wr 5S i 
re era 


— (6 H 
incre 


‘al on, a te : Fi c | | > = we 
fi : f G > rai | nH Iw 
a 


ae 
C) 


#8 


SG i 
Hy a 


LI NCS GRA 
Yo si mmc a 
, { 
(f } 


6 
Sa 


ial 
ee mii) 


pe ZEN i : 
"Al | 


6 


Messrs. Doty and Pohlman left Pontianak with their 
families April 8, 1844, and reached Amoy, one of the free 
ports of China, in the following June, where they were as- 
sociated with Dr. Abeel. 

Mrs. Thomson died on the 5th of December in the 
same year. An infant daughter had preceded her a few 
months, 

Early in the year 1842, the Prudential Committee of 

the American Board, upon nomination of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Dutch Church, com- 
missioned the Rev. Isaac Ferris, D. D., to visit Holland, 
for the purpose of bringing about in that country, through 
the blessing of God, a more kind and liberal spirit to- 
wards the missionaries from the Reformed Dutch Church 
in Netherlands India, and the removal, if possible, of the 
injurious restrictions which had been imposed upon 
them. Dr, Ferris’s mission resulted in very important 
benefit to the cause. It may be numbered, indeed, 
among the providential events, that seem to have been 
essential to the continuance of the mission. It led di- 
rectly to that fine appeal of the brethen in Borneo to the 
Governor General, which God was pleased to make the 
means of securing the freedom of their operations, and 
which may be found entire in the Appendix to the Thirty- 
fifth Report of the American Board. It had also, evi- 
dently, a great effect in securing the respect of the Dutch 
government for the enterprise, both in Holland and Java, 
Extracts from Dr. Ferris’s Report on his return to the 
United States, were printed in the *Appendix to the 
Thirty-third Annual Report. 


— 


Statement and Appeal of the Borneo Mission. 


The following statement and appeal of the Missionaries 
sent out from the Reformed Dutch Church to the Dyaks 
of Borneo, in Netherlands India, should be pondered 
upon by the members of that Church, into whose hands 
it may come. The communication is dated “ Karangan, 
Landak, Jan. 15, 1844.” 


Rev. ann Dear Sir,—Our last mission-letter was 
dated June 9th, 1843. Since that time the aspect of our 
affairs has again softened down to such a degree as to 
shed upon our path the mild beams of hope, and inspire 
our hearts with cheering anticipations of a brighter 
day. Indeed, to our apprehensions, a fairer bow of 
promise has never hung over our horizon. The Resi- 
dent, having exerted all his skill, first in the way of brow- 
beating and then in the way of expostulation, to induce us 
to withdraw from our communication to the Governor 
General so much as related to himself, or else to divide 
the subject matter into two parts, doubtless with the 
view of suppressing the one, and having been effectually 
baffled by the decision and firmness of the brethren at 
Pontianak, has, since the paper was forwarded, again en- 
tirely changed his conduct, and he begins to show him- 
self in every respect as complaisant and friendly as he 
did for some time after his coming into office. This cir- 
cumstance, in connection with the appearance of things 
in Holland, as developed in the report of Dr. Ferris, has 
brought us to the conclusion that, whatever may be the 
private views and feelings of the Home Government in 
regard to us, they will, from motives of policy, if no 
other, sustain and countenance our operations in this field 
for the future, or at least throw no more serious obstacles 
in the way. his opinion is very different from that 
which we were ready to form, and should probably have 
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expressed, a few months ago. So threatening were all the 
probabilities of the case, in human calculation, that 
Egyptian night seemed to brood over our prospects. We 
felt that, unless our appeal to the Governor General, 
which we considered the last resort, produced the desired 
effect, no other course would be left for us, but with 
aching heart and humble mien to shake the dust of Neth- 
erlands India from our feet, and leave the government to 
vindicate, before the Court of Heaven, the high-handed 
policy of excluding from these lovely regions the gospel 
of his grace. But now we do trust the God whom we 
serve has turned the shadow of death into the morning. 
He led us to humble ourselves before him, and to pray, 
“‘ Spare thy servants, O Lord, and give not thy heritage 
to reproach.” He, we believe, accepted our petition, 
when he heard our cry. Our souls began to hope, even 
before our senses could perceive any rational ground of 
confidence. Soon, however, the extracts’ from Dr. Fer- 
ris's Report came to confirm these pleasing anticipations ; 
the early permission given to brother Steele to come to 
our succor, tended not a little to second the impression; 
and finally the total revolution apparent in the disposition 
and demeanor of Resident Boudriot, satisfied us that 
there was no reason any longer to doubt that He who is 
the hope of Israel, the Savior thereof in time of trouble, 
had made our cause to stand. 

Meanwhile, without any thing signally favorable in the 
prosecution of our labors, we have been enabled to feel 
that there is nothing really disheartening; on the con- 
trary, that the whole combination of events and circum- 
stances, when viewed aright, and taken in connection 
with the ordinary course of Providence, is quite as en- 
couraging as we could fairly expect, and to the eye of faith 
indeed full of promise. In our journals, which have been 
forwarded, and which reach to within a little of this date, 
you will find some account of whatever appeared most 
interesting to us in the progress of our work. But, that 
this communication may be as complete as possible, we 
will add a short summary of our proceedings, with such 
of their results as are yet apparent. 

Our first object was to build, and prepare for the remo- 
val of our families to this place. This was effected by 
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one of us about the middle of January, and by the other 
in the month of March. At the same time we have en- 
deavored, as far as practicable, to prosecute the study of 
the language, a matter of no inconsiderable difficulty, as 
there are, of course, no professed teachers, and indeed 
none whom we could induce to act permanently in that 
capacity. All we could do was to seize opportunities as 
they offered, and get a little of one and a little of another, 
and consequently often to pass much longer intervals than 
we could have wished without making any material ac- 
quisitions. 

However, we have so far succeeded as to secure the 
translation of several important passages of Scripture, and 
by the command of many words and phrases, to facilitate 
greatly our intercourse with the people, though not en- 
tirely to free us from the necessity of using Malay, to 
some extent, in our efforts to preach the gospel. Since 
our houses have been substantially completed, we have 
devoted a larger proportion of time than before to itinerary 
labors among the neighboring villages, and latterly those 
more distant; in some cases spending five or six days 
away from our families. In this course we shall probably 
persevere for the present, and perhaps, if we have health 
and strength, pursue it with increasing vigor. It has 
served to encourage our hearts very much in various 
respects. We have found that the savor of our work is 
spreading, silently indeed like leaven, but we trust none 
the less effectually, in all the Dyak communities, far and 
near. The formidable appearance of their innumerable 
languages, or rather dialects, is measurably relieved by 
closer and more intimate acquaintance; and the great 
moral influence we shall probably have most directly to 
contend with—Mohammedan sentiments and Malay power 
—have begun to develope their real form and prevalence, 
so that we can, in a measure, estimate the force of our 
enemy, and tell how to meet it. Above all, this seems to 
be pointed out by Providence as the most profitable, if 
not the only possible system of means that can at present 
be put into extensive operation. All our efforts to gather 
schools have hitherto failed, and we are coming more and 
more to the conviction that there is very little prospect of 
effecting much in this way, till a more deep and abiding 
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impression in our favor shall have been produced upon 
the minds of a part at least of the adult population. This 
we think is natural, though we regret it, especially as it 
prevents the female members of the mission from occu- 
pying a sphere of effort to which they chiefly look for 
active usefulness, and at the same time precludes the em- 
ployment of one of the most efficient instruments in the 
scope of missionary labor. But every thing must follow 
in its own order, or rather in the order of an all-wise 
Providence. Nor have we been much more successful in 
gaining attendance upon our Sabbath exercises. We 
cannot ordinarily depend upon the presence of any be- 
sides those in our service, or at the most a few others con- 
nected with them. When it is otherwise, and we are 
surprised by an unusually large attendance, it seems to 
be rather a casual incident than any indication of special 
interest in the minds of those who come. Ill these things 
lead us to the conclusion that our great work at present 
is a systematic and vigorous itineracy. In this, however, 
we think we can see a wise and far-reaching arrange- 
ment of Providence. If the Malays saw us at all pros- 
perous in establishing schools, they would most likely ex- 
ert all their energies to annoy us and thwart our ope- 
rations. If we were so happy as to make a few converts 
—and at the best we could not with any reason look for 
many at present—a tremendous onset would doubtless 
be made to stop the tide of success, and perhaps root us 
out of the land. But now they think we are effecting 
nothing, and probably look with ineffable scorn at what 
they consider our weak and inefficient proceedings, We, 
however, trust and believe the truth is taking root; at 
least, the seed is scattering, and the knowledge of us 
and our designs is spreading among the people. T'he 
impression thus far, we are persuaded, is altogether favor- 
able. Humanly speaking, we are convinced the Dyaks 
are only waiting to know whether the Malays have actu- 
ally the power and the disposition to interfere, and should 
that be settled in our favor, they would receive us, ex- 
ternally, with open arms.. But our dependence is upon 
the Spirit. Our hope and expectation is that, when 
knowledge shall have been sufficiently increased among 
them, his influences will be poured out, and such a work 
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will be at once apparent as neither Malay craft nor Mo- 
hammedan delusion will be able to repress or to prevent. 
May this hope be devoutly cherished in our hearts, and 
this consummation ardently and incessantly sought in our 
prayers, and the prayers of the churches. 

On the 25th November, we were animated by the ad- 
dition of brother Steele to our number, As soon as pos- 
sible after his arrival, December 18th, we held our first 
meeting at Karangan, to consult together on the state and 
prospects of the mission. All of us were assembled, with 
the exception of brother Doty, and after mature and 
prayerful deliberation, we unanimously adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions, a copy of which has already been for- 
warded to the Prudential Committee : 

‘‘]. That, in our opinion, the indications of Provi- 
dence call more loudly now than ever before for the vig- 
orous prosecution of our labors among the Dyaks. 

«2, ‘That this mission should by no means be given 
up without a fair and thorough trial of what can, with the 
blessing of God, be accomplished for the salvation of this 
interesting people. 

‘3. That, notwithstanding the trials and adversities 
we have hitherto experienced, and the toils and diffi- 
culties which we have every reason to expect, we are 
ready to devote mind and heart and hand to carry these 
views into effect. 

“4, That we make a full representation of the case 
to our patrons and the churches, with an earnest appeal 
for adequate assistance. 

‘*5. That we fully concur in the views of the Prudential 
Committee, that the proper field for the Chinese branch 
of this mission is China, and that it should be located 
there as soon as practicable. At the same time, on ac- 
count of the peculiar circumstances of the Dyak branch 
of the mission, we deem it highly important, if not abso- - 
lutely necessary, that one of the brethren now at Pon- 
tianak remain there until some other arrangement can be 
made for the transaction of our business.”’ ; 

These resolutions show, in brief, what are our views 
and intentions, and what we wish and expect from the 
Church and the Board. In reference to one point, how- 
ever, we must add a word of explanation. Judging from 
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the most recent communications we have received, it ap- 
pears the Committee have no idea of our dependence 
upon Pontianak, and the necessity of keeping up at least 
a small station at that place. But it is actually so indis- 
pensable that we have been constrained to retain one of 
the brethren of the Chinese mission, in order to prevent 
a more serious derangement in our plans and proceedings. 
The statement of a few facts will make this evident. 

1. It requires from two to three days to reach that 
place, and from four to ten or more to return. 

2. Our supplies for a livelihood must come to us, In 
the main, through Pontianak. ‘To say nothing of what 
comes from beyond sea, even our rice, under present cir- 
cumstances, must be purchased there. The produce of 
this region is really not sufficient for the people and 
their rulers. : 

3. We must have constant communication with Singa- 
pore, and in order to attend to the transmission of letters, 
and the reception and forwarding of articles sent to us 
from that place and from America, some one must be at 
Pontianak on whom we can depend for correct and timely 
information, as well as for the execution of orders. 

4. Above all, our money matters must be transacted 
there, and these alone require constant and unremitted 
attention. Our bills are sold in Singapore for ‘silver, 
which is transmitted as opportunities occur to Pontianak. 
There it must be exchanged for copper, as occasion 
offers, often in small sums, and at a rate continually liable 
to variation, ‘There, too, it must be kept, and only 
drawn by us as our necessities demand, either to be ex- 
pended on the spot, or brought hither for our use. To 
fetch it all here, and keep it on hand, would not merely 
be extremely inconvenient, as we want to use it in great 
part there, but also hazardous to ourselves as well as to it. 

5. ‘There is not a single suitable European merchant 
at Pontianak, who would undertake this trust. Even the 
Dutch East India Company are breaking up their estab- 
lishment, and will soon cease to employ an agent in the 
place. Hence, we need not stop to inquire whether they 
would be disposed to such an undertaking. None of the 
Malays could be trusted for a moment, and the only Chi- 
naman who has ever been thought of with this view—not 
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to mention the impossibility of communicating with him 

except in person—is at once a gambler, intemperate, a 
farmer of opium, and, we understand, in some measure 
given to its use ! 

If we should be favored with a printer, Pontianak 
would be the most suitable place for the exercise of his 
profession, and his habits would naturally fall in with the 
business of a secular agent. He might also be able to 
do something in the way of direct missionary labor. 
Should we be disappointed in our expectation of this, we 
can see no other course but to station some other member 
of the mission there, and in addition to the superin- 
tendence of these matters, let him do what he can among 
the Malays and Dyaks in the neighborhood. You will 
readily see, therefore, that the great desideratum with us 
is men; that we can scarcely proceed at all without a 
reinforcement, and that the number called for by the 
Committee, is the smallest we could thing of asking. 
For them at least we most earnestly beg. 

In enforcing application, you will permit us— 

I. To call attention to the fact that we are of one 
heart and one mind in this whole business. Brother 
Doty, it is true, was not with us personally, but we are 
well assured that he was with us in spirit, and, had he 
been on the ground, would have fully accorded with us 
in sentiment and action. Our feelings were harmonious, 
and our votes were unanimous. We are particular in 
noticing this fact, because it goes to show, and that in 
the most conclusive manner, that, however the subject 
may be regarded by those at a distance, or even by those 
who have never been, properly speaking, on the ground, 
or had so much as a bird’s-eye view of this field of labor, 
neither of us is disposed to undervalue the province of the 
others. We mutually recognize the infinite importance 
and the momentous consequences of the work assigned 
in the providence of God to each. Both, undoubtedly, 
have their respective advantages and disadvantges, and 
both will certainly demand their full share of toil and 
trial, of enterprise and hardship, of moral and _ physical 
energy, of spiritual courage, and of divine, indomitable 
perseverance. ‘Though we separate, we separate as those 
who are one in heart not only, but as those who have one 
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object, one work. We are not jealous of each other’s 
interests. 

IJ. Indeed, we esteem the fact of our being called at 
once to occupy these two widely different fields an in- 
teresting and animating event in the progress of that 
blessed cause in which we are engaged. It appears to. 
suit the opinions and preferences of the various friends 
of missions in our Church, and perhaps, also, the 
Christian community generally. On the one hand 
we have large and populous cities and provinces, with 
their educated and polished inhabitants, affording a mass 
of mind of almost incalculable extent, and possessing im- 
mense moral power, if only made to move in the right 
direction, brought immediately into contact with the 
great lever of gospel truth and order. What a sublime 
and inspiring thought! Nay, it would be overwhelming, 
if we did not know that greater is He that is with us 
than they that be with them.” Yes, we would say it 
with all humility and meekness—and yet we would never 
cease to assert, much less allow ourselves to forget the 
fact, but keep it bright In our memory and uppermost in 
our thoughts—that the ministry of reconciliation wields 
the mighty power of God. But there are those who, very 
honestly no doubt, can imagine no better motives to in- 
duce missionaries to settle down in large and luxurious 
cities than the superior conveniences and comforts which 
such places afford for their own ease and the support and 
rearing of their families. These persons are, of course, 
most gratified when they see the herald of salvation, like 
the great forerunner of the Savior, bury themselves in 
the wilderness, and spend their energies in what they con- 
sider the more self-denying employment of endeavoring 
to raise the most barbarous and savage tribes of men 
from the deep degradation into which they have sunk, 
and inspire their low and grovelling oqugate with a hope 
full of immortality. 

Well, bere is, on the other hand, a field precisely to 
their taste! The interior of Borneo will not surely be 
esteemed so inviting, on account of either its natural or 
artificial sources of gratification, as to tempt any Christian 
to seek a home there, except for the honor of his Master 
and the rescue of the souls he has redeemed. The poor 
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depressed Dyaks—literally a people ‘scattered and peel- 
ed’? —will not surely be considered so refined and culti- 
vated as to entice any to seek their society, except for the 
sake of their improvement and elevation. But here are 
men of one blood with ourselves, lying under the weight 
of all the ruins of the fall, bound in the chains of a child- 
ish and enervating superstition, ground down to the dust 
by the most miserable despotism that perhaps ever existed, 
and shut out from the faintest ray of hope beyond the 
grave. ‘heir situation and their prospects alike bespeak 
our commiseration, and together call, in the most affecting 
accents, for that relief which nothing but the balm of 
Gilead can afford. At the same time their rudeness and 
simplicity of character, their sense of degradation, and the 
natural pantings of the human soul in such circumstan- 
ces, especially for some unknown good, all unite to render 
them the most hopeful subjects of pious influence. In 
the providence of God, too, the door of access seems now 
to be spread wide open for our entrance, and powerfully 
to allure us to the spot. To crown all, God has not only 
assured us in his word that he bas chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, but, in the experience of modern 
missions particularly, he has most signally blessed efforts 
made for the illumination and salvation of people and 
nations of similar character and in similar circumstances. 
If, therefore, we should be faithful, and the Church im- 
portunate, who can tell but we may shortly witness, even 
here, scenes like those which have been lately exhibited 
among the Karens of Burmah, and in the Sandwich 
Islands! And what sacrifices and sufferings would not 
such a result compensate! 

III. But we have reason to believe there are some 
apparently serious and powerful objections, floating in the 
minds of many, against continued and vigorous efforts on 
this island. These we shall now endeavor to meet with 
candor and fairness. 

(1.) There is, if we mistake not, a pretty general 
feeling that the selection at the outset was unfortunate, 
and consequently a desponding sense of deficient interest 
and inadequate stimulus in the object we are pursuing. 
But are not those who entertain this idea occupying a 
false position? The evolutions of Providence in the 
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settlement of our mission have been in various respects 
peculiar, and in some cases deeply intricate and_perplex- 
ing. The consequence is that no little difficulty is expe- 
rienced in obtaining from any single point a just and 
correct view of the whole subject; and without this, 
extreme danger of passing an unfair judgment upon any 
or every part. The fact is, Borneo and the Dyaks were 
never, properly speaking, our choice. The event of our 
location here is eminently providential. This is an im- 
portant consideration, and deserves to be looked at with 
reverent attention, and with an unbiassed disposition. 
Perhaps, indeed, this is the very secret of all our disasters. 
We were aiming al something more grand and imposing. 
Nothing less than this whole Archipelago would satisfy 
our ambition. We did not consider whether we had men 
or means to carry into effect the magnificent scheme; our 
only anxiety was whether we should be allowed to occupy 
so interesting and inviting a field. If there was any mis- 
giving, it was probably not as to whether we possessed the 
requisite pecuniary, moral and spiritual resources to sub- 
due so extensive a province of Satan’s empire, but whether 
these little clustered specks, sleeping in all their loveliness 
upon the waste of waters, would present a scene suffi- 
ciently extensive and important for the development of 
our energies and the exhibition of our prowess. Was not 
this the case? And if it was, what does it prove, but that 
we were not then in the temper of mind, or in an attitude 
of spirit, at all adapted even for the humblest participation 
in the work which we would so proudly have arrogated to 
ourselves. 
Beloved Fathers and Brethren! Let us talk no more 
so exceeding proudly, and let not arrogancy come out of 
our mouth, for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by 
him actions are weighed. Had we been contented, in the 
commencement of our operations, to have taken some 
such humble post—to have taken any post which the clear 
indications of Providence might assign us—it is not im- 
possible but that we might have been directed hither, and 
permitted to sit down without molestation, and prosecute 
without restraint the noble and soul-inspiring duties of 
our calling. Nor is it too much to suppose that if we had 
thus selected Borneo at the outset, we, or at least the 
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Christian world, might, ere this, have had Netherlands 
India. Be this as it may, one thing is certain. The 
Lord has been pleased, for some wise and holy purpose, 
no doubt, to lead us through a very intricate maze of 
providences and counter-providences, and at last to land 
us on this great though desolate island. In coming hither 
we have had to pass through a burning fiery furnace, not 
so much of the flesh as of the spirit. The discipline has 
been awfully severe to the Church as well as to ourselves. 
He may—nay, he unquestionably must—have had our 
mutual probation and purification in view, in this trying 
process. Happy we, if it has effectually fitted us for our 
work, and prepared us henceforward to prosecute it in 
simplicity and godly sincerity. But we trust, yea, we 
have a sweet sustaining confidence, that he has had a 


further and yet more glorious object to subserve. We 


cannot but hope that the salvation of multitudes of these 
miserable and degraded Dyaks is the great final cause of 
these mysterious movements. Something still more grand 
may be yet behind the curtain. It is easy to imagine 
consequences more remote and momentous. But we will 
not attempt to lift the veil, nor presume to gaze beyond 
the bounds of immediate probability into the long vista of 
futurity which the Father has put in his own power. It 
will be enough for us, and infinitely more than we deserve, 
if our poor services may be suffered to contribute in any, 
the humblest measure, to such a divine and blessed con- 
summation. And this pleasing and hallowed anticipation 
we think we are warranted to cherish, by every conside- 
ration drawn from the ordinary method upon which God 
is accustomed to deal with his Church and people, and 
especially from the more recent developments of mission- 
ary history. 

(2.) Another discouraging circumstance is found in 
the smallness and sparseness of the population. This is 
certainly not altogether groundless; yet we strongly sus- 
pect it is unduly magnified. Any thing like an accurate 
census of the people has indeed never been taken, and 
the estimates are, consequently, almost as numerous as 
the persons who make them; but the very lowest calcula- 
tion for which there is any solid basis, would rate their 
number at several times that of the Sandwich Islands ! 
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Even the small section which we have partitioned off on 
the West Coast as our present field, cannot with any 
reason be supposed to contain, in its legitimate extent, a 
population much less than that of those interesting Isles. 
The force of the objection, then, does not, certainly lie 
against the sum total, for this is evidently sufficient to 
constitute the scene of a most intense and abiding interest. 
And in regard to their scattered situation, we who are on 
the ground are persuaded that it may be easily overrated, 
especially if several important compensating circumstances 
are not taken into the account. It should be remembered 
that, as much as they are dispersed, they generally live in 
villages of considerable size, and that these villages for 
the most part are from a quarter or half an hour to two or 
three hours’ walk. ‘Thus in every hamlet we are usually 

enabled to find, at certain well known seasons or parts of 
the day, a little congregation already assembled, or within 

call of the voice; and they, from the easiness of their 

temper and complaisance of disposition, are willing to 
listen to what we have to say, even if there is no tendency 

to look farther at the subject. But should the Spirit be 

poured out, not only should we find in these little collec- 

tions of people wakeful and eager listeners, but what is 

still more to the purpose of these remarks, all the villages 

of each neighborhood would be capable of meeting with- 

out inconvenience, and thus forming a congregation equal 

to the most enlarged desires. Other considerations, bear- 

ing on the same point, might easily be mentioned, but it 

is deemed unnecessary to add to the above. 

(3.) Again, the way of access to them is very diffi- 
eult. None can feel the force of this observation more 
sensibly than we who have had, and shall continue to 
have, to contend with the thing itself; and we are 
free to acknowledge that the physical obstructions in 
particular are in some respects exceedingly trying. 
Yet we know that they are not insurmountable. Indeed 
we think, and are persuaded, that in the work already 
accomplished, and in the experience gained, the greatest 
and most formidable obstacles have been overcome or 
removed. In this respect our way is now comparatively 
clear; though there is of course still enough to exercise 
the faith and patience of every devoted laborer, as must 
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needs be the case in all such new and uncultivated fields 
as this. But after all, natural impediments are. seldom of 
much weight, when placed by the side of those which 
are moral and intellectual; and if we have to meet and 
surmount more of the former, we are disposed to think, 
nay, we are quite certain, we shall have less of the latter 
to oppose our progress. Even these, however, will be in- 
superable without the Spirit’s influence. Only give us 
this for the conversion of souls, and we should soon for- 
get all the bodily toil we have to undergo, and would very 
gladly spend and be spent for their edification and sal- 
vation. 

(4.) But is it not sad to see first rate talents thrown 
away on such a dreary and unpromising field? Surely 
these at least should be bestowed on some more valuable 
soil, and if the ranks of the Borneo mission must be filled 
up and extended, let it be from those of inferior abilities! 
This is such an invidious argument, that did we not know 
it to linger in the minds of some from whom we should 
not have expected any thing of the kind, we should have 
been the last to note its existence. For ourselves, we are 
very willing to take the lowest place, and if God will but 
make us useful in the humblest sphere, we shall be little 
concerned, whatever may be the opinions of others as to 
our natural powers or our adventitious acquirements; and 
in respect to those who may come to our succor, we 
would much prefer such as have a modest sense of their 
deficiencies, to such as are in the least puffed up with the 
idea of their capacities and attainments. But its influ- 
ence upon public sentiment we conceive to be highly 
injurious, and its operation upon individual minds we 
know to have been fatal and pernicious. And why should 
it be thought we do not need the best men the church 
can send? If we who are here have but very moderate 
pretensions, as is indisputably the case, is it not rather an 
additional motive for giving us more efficient coadjutors ? 

But the language to be acquired is inconceivably easier 
than those in some other quarters! ‘That may very con- 
veniently be assumed by persons who have never attempt- 
ed its acquisition; but no one who understands the 
business, will pretend to say that it is a trifle to master 
any language. It is a well established fact, that no cri- 
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terion which it is possible to apply at home will enable 
us to judge with precision of the respective abilities of 
different individuals for this particular part of missionary 
labor. The great indispensable qualification is a sound 
and well disciplined mind in a healthy and vigorous body. 
This is requisite in every province of the great missionary 
field; and the more perfect the condition, other things 
being equal, the greater the prospect of usefulness. The 
difference between different languages, in respect to the 
facility with which they may be subdued, is after all far 
less than many imagine; and in our judgment, at any 
rate, no one should think of setting out upon this great 
enterprise without an humble confidence that, by prayer 
and pains, with faith in Christ, he will be able to get such 
a knowledge of any language he may need to proclaim 
the gospel to the heathen, as will fit him to employ it 
with effect in his intercourse with the people. 

IV. We hope we shall be excused if we add a word 
here concerning the sacrifices made, the toils and trials 
endured, and the results achieved. 

It will be remembered that seven long years of spirit- 
trying effort, of perplexity and anxiety, of hope and disap- 
pointment, have been spent by us in gaining a foothold 
among the Dyaks. Of the propriety of our course and 
the wisdom of our measures it does not become us to 
speak, further than to say we did what we could. None 
could have been more pained than ourselves with the 
abortiveness of all our plans, and the Jong-continued 
inefliciency of our best endeavors. ‘The amount of funds 
which the enterprise has cost, is also considerable. But 
above all, life and health, with moral and physical ener- 
gies which can never be recalled, have been freely offer- 
ed up in its prosecution. Having at length, however, 
apparently conquered every formidable difficulty, we could 
soon forget all that is behind, if we may only be permitted 


_to reach forth to that which faith, hope and experience 


tell us is before. 

We are now happily settled in the midst of these poor, 
debased and wretched children of nature. The little 
hills and valleys begin to smile around our humble dwel- 
lings. Even here in the wilderness our houses have all 
the attractions of a Christian home. Our work, with all 
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its hardships, we trust we can sincerely call our delight. 
The preparation we have been making, by years of obser- 
vation, study and labor, is at last bearing directly upon 
the great object of our hearts in coming to this eastern 
world. Our acquaintance with the Malay language puts 
us in a great measure at ease in our intercourse with that 
people, and will enable us to get along with tolerable satis- 
faction among most of those tribes whose language we do 
not know, nearly all of whom use Malay to some consid- 
erable extent. In the Dyak we have only made a begin- 
ning ; but all who are aware of the difficulties in the way 
of such a work know that a substantial beginning Is no 
insignificant attainment. Of their manners and customs 
we know a little, and what perhaps is of more importance 
we have got into something of a position to make constant 
acquisitions. That we have in any case reached the 
hearts of the people we cannot pretend to say; but if our 
judgment is correct—and we think that we have learned 
to be sober in these matters—we are slowly gaining upon 
their confidence and good will. We never expected this 
to come about otherwise than very gradually, unless in 
infinite mercy the Spirit should at once be poured out in 
more copious measures than is usual in the ordinary 
operations of Providence. And though there is much in 
our own unfaithfulness, and in the depravity, perverseness 
and fickleness of the people, to lament, we do not think 
that there is any thing which could with reason justify 
discouragement. While every development of this kind 
pains and humbles us, and sometimes, as we confess with 
shame, makes our hearts hang down and our hands wax 
feeble, we can truly say we have never felt disheartened 
with our work itself, or for a moment disposed to give it 
up. On the contrary, after all our misgivings, and not- 
withstanding any bright visions of rapid and undisturbed 
success which we may be supposed to have entertained at 
the outset, and upon a transient view of facts and circum- 
stances, we must say that upon the whole, things have 
gone better than we anticipated. If subsequent events 
have not appeared to others as glowing as our original 
written lucubrations, we venture to say the fault was in 
the heated fancy of our readers, and not in the hallucina- 
tions of our own minds. Such then is the progress we 
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have made in our work, and such are our present feelings 
in regard to the prospects of ultimate success. ‘ 

V. In view of these things we are constrained to pre- 
sent a sober and earnest appeal to the Board and to the 
churches. We fear indeed that our arguments, or rather 
the mode in which they have been exhibited, may be 
altogether inadequate to the impression we would fondly 
make ; still, this much at least we trust will be gained, 
that the friends of the cause will be induced to examine 
the subject more narrowly, and if not in our pleas, yet on 
independent ground, find substantial reasons to sustain 
our operations, and even to prosecute them with increas 
ing vigor. Our own determinations are before you, and 
they ought to satisfy all the settled convictions of our 
minds, and the deep feeling of our hearts. 

Shall we then retreat at such an interesting crisis ? 
Think for a moment how the wheels of Providence have 
been whirling us around for years, and now first suffered 
us to rest in this secluded spot. Here we are promised 
permanent and quiet repose. Many fancied impediments 
have vanished, real obstacles have been overcome, the 
natural and necessary difficulties of the undertaking have 
been not a little smoothed down and relieved of their for- 
bidding aspect. To us the field appears more inviting the 
more we are enabled to survey and inspect it. Indeed 
we greatly question whether a more promising one, all 
things considered, can at this day be found. We are not 
only on the ground, but in a very comfortable measure 
prepared for our work. Our hearts too, we trust, are in 
it. A sweet anticipation of the divine favor, and all the 
blessed results consequent upon it, cheers us onward. 
But we cannot stand alone. We need help—early, ade- 
quate and efficient help. The very smallest in amount, 
in proportion and in kind, is what the Prudential Com- 
mittee have already called upon the churches to supply. 
So pressing is the necessity, and so clear is the case to us 
all, that we are forced, against all the considerations which 
would indicate a different course, yea, against our own 
feelings of propriety, other things being equal, to retain 
one of the brethren of the Chinese department, merely 
for the purpose of keeping our little system of means in 
motion. We, therefore, wait with deep solicitude for the 
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response. Will the church come to our succor, or will 
she leave us to fall alone in the field? Think not that we 
would depreciate any other hallowed undertaking. No, 
we love them all, and with all our hearts would cheer 
their onward progress, and rejoice in every triumph they 
achieve. It is with unalloyed delight we hear of every 
step taken to promote the cause of God at home and 
abroad. That cause, in all its departments, is one and 
the same. All we claim is, that the work in which we 
are engaged is an essential, and by no means inconsider- 
able part. Glad indeed should we be if all were prose- 
cuted with tenfold ardor. But we cannot allow ourselves 
to be forgotten in the mass. Though defect and disaster 
have hitherto attended our course, we must entreat you 
not to give us up in despair. Our ranks have been 
thinned, and some of our number have fallen in the con- 
flict. Still our little phalanx remains firm and undaunted. 
Nay, we have at length burst through all the outposts and 
barriers which the enemy had placed in the way to foil 
our attacks, and are now standing under the very battle- 
ments of the citadel. Again we ask, will you leave us to 
fall alone, or will you not rather come to our relief? 

We cannot but believe that among the young men of 
our Seminary, some will be found ready even to sacrifice 
themselves in such an enterprise. Surely the cause of 
missions has not lost its hold upon all their hearts. And 
will not our trials and disappointments and miscarriages 
rather arouse their zeal and stimulate their courage, and 
enflame every noble sentiment of their souls? Is it for 
the churches, is it for the messengers of the churches to 
shrink from the contest in which they so nobly set out, 
or decline to support those whom they themselves have 
put foremost in the fight? What advantages may not 
be lost, if the first onset is not sustained? How will 
the enemy triumph, and how will the hearts of God’s peo- 
ple sink within them, if this first contest should end in 
complete discomfiture? But we hope better things of 
you. We are persuaded you will hasten to this scene 
of conflict, and vindicate the honor of the Master, and 
maintain the glory of his cross. Thus the picture will 
be happily reversed, and while the enemy shall be 
clothed with shame, on Himself shall his crown flourish, 
and all his saints exult in the victory obtained. 


But when shall we look for a Physician? We are 
aware that this call has been reiterated again and again 
without effect; but never before has it come so direct 
and so urgent. Hitherto we have always been within the 
reach of medical aid, and indeed the demand for a physi- 
cian has been rather prospective than immediate. We 
were still unsettled ; nay, our field of labor was uncertain. 
This is no longer the case. Our mission has now a 
local habitation and a name, and the prospect for perma- 
nency is probably as fair as can ever be expected in this 
transitory state of things. Besides, we are far away from 
the post of a physician, none being stationed nearer than 
Pontianak. In sickness we have nothing on which to 
rely but our own unskilful prescriptions. Except so far 
as our spirits may be sustained by simple confidence in 
the Most High, we are exposed to all the depressing 
weight of the incompetency of our treatment, or to all the 
perplexity and anxiety which must attend experimenting 
with remedies of which we know little or nothing. But 
we will not dwell upon these harrowing reflections. Nay, 
we will not make our own case the principal ground of 
our appeal. We plead more especially for the heathen. 
We point to their bodily maladies as well as to their 
spiritual diseases, and of all the young and pious physi- 
cians in our churches we would ask, is there none to 
commiserate their desperate condition? Is there none 
to come and lend us a helping hand in this effort to raise 
them from their degradation, to make them men, and fit 
them for immortality ? 

Finally, a Printer will now be indispensable. In order 
to carry on Our operations, with any degree of efficiency, 
we must make and publish books. This people, it is 
well known, are without a literature not only, but without 
a written language. Every thing is to be done inthe 
way of forming these first elements of civilization and 
refinement. ‘This will constitute a most deeply interesting 
department for an intelligent and enterprising young 
man, as we should naturally expect our printer to be. 
The immediate exercise of his profession also would be 
called for to some considerable extent, and the necessity 
for it would be more absolute than it would have been a 
few years ago. Then our printing might have been exe- 
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cuted either at Singapore or Batavia. But now, to say 
nothing of the inconvenience and delay attendant upon 
such a course, the mission-presses at both those places 
have been stopped. But another great and important ob- 
ject for having such a person stationed at Pontianak, 
would be the transaction of most of our pecuniary and other 
secular business, which must be done there, and which 
would naturally fall in with the habits of a practical 
printer. He would also find a pleasant occupation for 
any time he might be free from these employments, in 
direct missionary labor among the Malays of that place, 
and two or three hundred Dyaks recently settled a few 
miles distant. And now let us ask, is there no ardent and 
devoted printer, who is thus willing to give up the world 


for Christ’s sake and the gospel’s? Consider, you who. 


are at ease in your possessions, whether this is not a call 
directly to you. Does the love of Christ burn in your 
bosoms, and have you no pity for those who are ready to 
perish? Will you not come to their rescue, and do what 
in you lies to pluck them as brands from the burning ? 
We appeal to your sympathy for those who are standing 
alone and feeble and few upon these heathen shores, and 
beg you to put it to your consciences in the sight of God, 
whether you can withhold good from those to whom it is 
due, when it is in the power of your hand to do it? 
Above all, we would remind you of the opportunity of 
glorifying your God and Savior, by promoting the interests 
of his kingdom and spreading the savor of his name! 
What earthly advantage, what personal gain can be com- 
pared with this? 

But let us not be misunderstood. This appeal is not 
meant to be confined merely to the professions we have 
thus particularized ; it is intended to come home to the 
churches, and to touch every individual Christian. No 
one therefore should lose sight of himself in the multitude. 
It is a common concern, and each member of the house- 
hold of faith ought to bear distinctly in mind that he has 
a part to act as well as others, and though that part be 
humble, it may be equally essential with the most pro- 
mising and imposing. We fear one great cause of ineffi- 
ciency is a lack of this sense of personal obligation and 
responsibility. Instead of all coming to the work as one 
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man, every one is in the habit of waiting for others to 
move, and many even depend altogether upon others to 
act. Brethren, these things ought not soto be. Each 
and all have a mutual share in this great business, and 
should feel an equal interest and manifest an equal ardor 
in its prosecution. The grand object at which we aim is 
the glory of your Savior as well as our Savior. ‘The pro- 
motion of that glory he has imposed upon all his disciples. 
It is as really the duty of one as of another, only in their 
respective spheres and according to their several abilities. 
We would therefore affectionately call upon you to take 
this subject to heart; we entreat you to consider what 
you can do, and what you ought to do at so solemn and 
momentous a juncture. It is now, you will perceive, to 
be decided whether this mission shall be sustained with 
vigor, or left to sink into inefficiency and be finally aban- 
doned. Think not, we beseech you, that you have no 
concern in this matter. All may depend upon the feelings 
and conduct of private Christians; much undoubtedly 
depends upon them. If they will only awake in a body, 
and with one heart and one voice carry this subject to the 
mercy-seat, we shall have no fear about the result. ‘Then, 
we are persuaded, al] will do their duty. The very ones 
for whom we are calling, cannot fail to ask in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” And if they thus inquire, they will certainly learn 
the will of God concerning them. Light from heaven 
will shine upon their path, and we shall ere long be 
cheered by their presence and strengthened by their help. 

Still we do not forget, nor would we keep out of view, 
the important fact that there are regularly constituted and 
duly authorized leaders in the sacramental host of God’s 
elect. Beloved fathers and brethren in the ministry, it is 
to you especially that we look for prompt and efficient 
action in this business. ‘To you the devoted people of 
God naturally turn for countenance and encouragement 
in every good work. Your instructions and exhortations 
may be needed to awaken interest, to deepen the convic- 
tion of accountability, to quicken the holy fires of zeal 
and devotion, and, ~in short, to arouse all the dormant 
energies of the soul. But should these be already in 
vigorous play, they will still need your guiding hand and 


your more prominent and elevated example. We are not 
ignorant and inconsiderate of the difficult position you 
occupy in keeping charge of the house of God and super- 
intending in your respective circles all the momentous 
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom; but we are per- 
suaded there is no better way to make the whole system 
of holy influence move on most smoothly and operate 
most efficiently, than to give due prominence to every part 
of the ministrations of the sanctuary: and we desire, with 
all respect and deference, to suggest the consideration 
whether this cause, in which we have become your ser- 
vants for Jesus’ sake, does not deserve a more frequent 
and earnest inculcation than it ordinarily receives, 

‘Are not right views and feelings in this direction mate- 
rial and even essential elements in genuine, and especially 
in elevated holiness? Is not that Christian character 
lamentably deficient, in which there is not a deep settled 
and lively concern for the advancement and success of all 
the great plans of benevolent and pious effort now in 
operation? May not this be in fact one great cause of 
that want of spiritual vigor which is so generally com- 
plained of in all the churches? However this may be, 
no one can doubt the propriety of sustaining and even 
enlarging, as far and as fast as possible, every one of these 
divine enterprises which have in view the salvation of a 
perishing world. None of them should be suffered to go 
back. All, on the contrary, should be made to advance 
with constantly accelerated speed. 

As already intimated, we claim no exclusive regard, 
but we do ask, nay rather, we entreat, adequate support. 
We are aware that little has yet been done by us to 
awaken interest in the churches, though you can readily 
understand the reason, from a reference to the fiery 
ordeal through which we have had to pass. In this cir- 
cumstance we recognize a Providence specially at work 
to try our principles and test the sincerity of our devotion. 
Perhaps it is not too much to suppose that a correspond- 
ing effect upon the church has been at the same time in 
view. If rightly improved, then, the results will be most 
salutary to us all. Our motives will be purified, and the 
pride of our hearts humbled; our views enlarged, and 
our affections elevated. Weshall be led to act from solid 
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principles, and not from airy impulse; and all our move- 
ments will acquire that steady, firm, consistent, onward ~ 
habit, which alone promises efficiency and ensures suc- 
cess. But to attain this point, to secure this vantage 
ground, to form this character, such occasions as the 
present need to be very specially improved. ‘They usual- 
ly constitute a crisis not only in the general advancement 
of truth and godliness in the earth, but also in the devel- 
opment of religious principles, and the progress of experi- 
mental piety in the church and in the individual. Hence 
the special call for every pastor to exercise a vigilant over- 
sight and a moulding influence upon the minds and hearts 
of his people in such a season as the present. Should 
our cause now be suffered to lose ground, who can tell 
when it will be regained ; and if Christians do not meet 
the occasion, who can estimate the consequences to them- 
selves as well as to the cause? Shall we then be thought 
presumptuous, or be supposed to ask too much, when 
we say our great dependence is upon the pastors of the 
churches to direct the attention of their people to this 
subject, and as it were call upon them to look out among 
them honest men, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, to 
be set apart for this work. We will only add the fervent 
prayer that you may be enabled to send such men, and we 
to adopt such measures, as shall be instrumental in glori- 
fying God and in saving many souls. 
As ever, yours in gospel bonds, 
in behalf of the Borneo Mission, 


WM. YOUNGBLOOD, 
WM. H. STEELE, 
F. B. THOMSON. 


——— 


Extracts from a communication dated Karangan, July 15, 1845. 


In order that the patrons of the cause may be put more 
fully in possession of the facts illustrating the labors and 
trials of our missionary brethren, and may remember 
them with deeper sympathy and more earnest prayer, ex- 
tracts are made from a letter written by the same brethren, 
a year and a half after the foregoing statement and appeal. 


29 


It is a bold and graphic picture they give of the state of 


the missionary work among the Dyaks, particularly at 
Karangan. ‘hey say :— 7 


In our last regular mission letter, forwarded about a 
year since, we had the pleasure of communicating the 
result of our appeal to the Governor General of Nether- 
lands India, going to remove all our difficulties in that 
connection, and to assure us of subsequent quiet and pro- 
tection. ‘Thus far we have had no reason to complain, 
either of unkind treatment, or of officious interference 
with our work. Indeed, our relations with all those in 
the employment of the government have been of the most 
satisfactory character. 

We cannot, however, say so much of the other promis- 
ing appearances which then cheered us. On the con- 
trary, our particular plans have been, in a great measure, 
rendered abortive, and all our operations have been ex- 
ceedingly crippled by a variety of unforeseen circumstan- 
ces. But above all, God has smitten us. Sickness and 
death have again visited our contracted circle. One, 
whom we were disposed to regard as all-important to our 
comfort and efficiency, has been taken from the midst of 
us. Her removal, of course, involved that of the other 
young lady associated with her. Both of us who remain, 
have suffered in health, and one has been under the ne- 
cessity of leaving the station, for a few months, in order 
to recruit. At present we are well; but not knowing 
what a day may bring forth, painful forebodings, at times, 
rush into our minds; and the thought of results which 
may, at any moment, be produced by a single stroke, is 
well nigh overwhelming. We have only one resource; 
but, blessed be God, in the eye of faith that one is all- 
sufficient. 


After describing their labors, the brethren thus speak 
of the apathy of the Dyaks: : 


As the result of all, however, we must acknowledge, 
painful as the fact is to ourselves, and disheartening as it 
may seem to you, we can see no signs of moral improve- 
ment, not to say spiritual life. ‘The valley, like that in 

3 * 


30 


Ezekiel’s vision, is filled only with bones, and they are 
not merely dead, but dry, very, very dry! ‘There is a 
settled and growing apathy on the subject of religion. 
With considerable knowledge and some apparent appre- 
ciation of the truth, there is, just now especially, the most 
perfect indifference imaginable. Often when presented 
and enforced, they appear free to admit it in all its length 
and breadth; and seldom indeed do we meet with a word 
of direct opposition. Positive, open resistance, and, much 
more, insult we have happily never met. Injury to our 
persons or property, except in acts of pilfering quite in- 
significant, we have at no time experienced, or had any 
ostensible ground to fear. But there is a cool standing 
aloof, a manifest avoidance of us in connection with our 
peculiar work, and an appearance of combination which 
is truly appalling. 


In describing the causes of this apathy, our brethren,— 
after saying that they do not lose sight of the great essen- 
tial fact that God had not been pleased to pour out his 
Spirit, which could overcome every obstacle,—give an 
affecting view of the ignorance, avarice, jealousy and 
spiritual degradation of the Dyaks. ‘They then unfold a 
fact in the social state of these poor people, which has 
appeared more and more formidable, the more the social 
condition of the people is understood. That fact is the 
power and oppression of the Mohammedan Malays, and 
their disposition to resist the influence of the mission. 


The Dyaks are ground down into the very dust by Ma- 
lay oppression. ‘They are under a system of despotism 
the most absolute, and yet the most irrational perhaps 
ever invented. Hence they are unspeakably and, asa 
matter of course, increasingly wretched, and have no 
stimulus to rise and exert themselves to improve their 
condition. ‘There is but one species of property, as they 
have been heard to say, which they can possess with 
safety—that is, swine; and it would almost seem as if 
they thought the nearer they could assimilate themselves 
to this animal, the more secure they must be. Yet, 


ol 


strange as it may seem, better treatment appears only to 
have the effect of awakening more depraved dispositions. 
Being incapable of appreciating any better motive for 
kindness on our part, they are sensitively alive to some 
ulterior design of enslaving them, or, at least, of adding to 
their burdens. T'o this day they are extremely jealous of 
our intentions. 

Nor are they slow to attribute the most base designs to 
us, especially in respect to our efforts to obtain their 
children for instruction. They watch with an eagle’s eye 
whatever they consider, even by the most perverse con- 
struction, to be an invasion of their rights; and, while 
clearly determined that we shall take no advantage of 
them, it is equally manifest that their constant aim, and 
the object of their utmost ingenuity, is to impose in every 
possible way upon us. They seem to consider us as their 
lawful prey, just as they themselves are to the oppressive 
exactions of the Malays; and in compassing their object, 
except where it may serve their purpose, truth is a stran- 
ger to their lips. 

In addition to all this there is a strong under current 
of Malay influence, scarcely less powerful and probably 
more universal. True, so far as we are aware, there is 
no open hostility. But that the Malays are in heart, as 
well as in principle opposed to us, there cannot be a 
moment’s doubt. And it may be that, in consequence of 
our bringing the truth into collision with their delusions, 
a sort of zeal is awakened to inculcate their sentiments 
in self-defence, though even of this we have little positive 
evidence. 

Independent of any direct collision, however, it is Cer- 
tain that there is a very general prevalence of Moham- 
medan feelings and notions. Malays are scattered about 
among them in every direction, many settling down in 
Dyak districts voluntarily, others stationed by those in 
authority to watch over their interests, and still more 
wandering about for purposes of trade. Without sup- 
posing any particular design to be entertained by them, 
they can scarcely avoid spreading their opinions and in- 
fusing their spirit and temper. While everything about 
their persons and habits proclaims them to be of the same 
race, and promotes a sort of family feeling, they are 
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evidently a step above the Dyaks in improvement, though 
not so high as to appear quite out of reach. Hence the 
possibility of gaining their level, prompts to an aping of 
their manners; at the same time an undefined impression 
that it is impossible to rise to an equality with us, represses 
all emulation, and, in fact, widens the gulf between us. 

But perhaps the most artful device of these adepts in 
cunning, is to be found in their representations of Dutch 
authority. This is made the scape goat of their own 
most odious exactions. We, as a matter of course, are 
directly associated with the Dutch, in the minds of the 
Dyaks, and the illusion is favored not a little by our 
necessary intercourse with them, especially with the offi- 
cers of government. Thus their favors and their frowns 
are made to operate about equally against us. If they 
favor us, we are in league with them; if they scowl at us, 
we may be the occasion of their hurling vengeance upon 
all who have any connection with us. 


In conclusion, these beloved and devoted brethren, ad- 
dressing their patrons from the interior of distant Borneo, 
make the following appeal : 


Do not suppose that we are discouraged, or cast down, 


- or desponding. No, we believe that God rules, and that 


whatever he may order will be well; and we hope to 
be satisfied with any disposal which he may make of us. 
But we desire to be faithfnl to him and faithful to these 
heathen, and faithful to those whose servants we have 
become for Jesus’s sake. Thus we are compelled to de- 
clare to you, that to us there appears to be less and less 
prospect of immediate and visible success ; that if we are 
left alone in our weakness, it cannot be expected that we 
shall effect anything important towards a better state of 
things ; that if the mission is to be sustained with a view 
to ultimate usefulness, we ought immediately to be fur- 
nished with adequate assistance; that the church ought 
to know that, in default of such assistance, the breaking 
of a single thread may render all who are in this field 
virtually useless; that an early blessing from on high 
would alone seem capable of averting such a result in the 
end; and that such a blessing would render speedy suc- 
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cour to our feeble ranks doubly necessary, by the in- 
creasing demand which it would make upon the time and 
labors of every missionary. 


AMOY MISSION, IN CHINA. 


Messrs. Doty and Pohlman left Borneo, with their 
families, April 8, 1844, and going by way of Singapore 
and Macao, reached Amoy in the latter part of June. 
This is one of the five free ports, and the next in order 
from Canton, proceeding northward. The others are 
Canton, Fuchau, Ningpo, and Shanghai. Dr. Abeel was 
already at Amoy, to welcome the brethren on their arri- 
val; and they were able at once to relieve him, then en- 
feebled by disease, from his preaching to the English 
sojourners in the place. But they were not able to co- 
operate with him in the Chinese department. The dialect 
of the Chinese language they had acquired at Pontianak 
was not understood at Amoy, though they did not regard 
their studies in the language as by any means lost. 

Nothing could exceed the apparent friendliness and 
frankness with which these new brethren were received 
by every one of the mandarins, as they were successively 
introduced by their elder brother on his return from 
Hongkong in the October following, though told most 
expressly that the object for which they had. come was to 
make known the doctrines of Christ. 

In July, Dr. Abeel removed from Koolongsoo to Amoy, 
to escape the malaria to which that island for some reason 
was found to be subjected at that season. The married 
brethren could not so easily find suitable accommodations 
in Amoy; and before the middle of the month their fami- 
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lies were severely visited with fever, and the eldest child 
of Mr. Doty, a child of much intelligence and promise 
and of hopeful piety who had just completed his sixth 
year, was taken from his parents and consigned to the 
grave. The children of Mr. Pohlman suffered, but not 
unto death. ‘T’he whole company found it necessary to 
remove to Amoy, notwithstanding the very limited range 
of accommodations for dwelling places. In August, Dr. 
Abeel visited Hongkong to recruit his health. He re- 
turned in September, not essentially benefitted. He re- 
gards the causes of fever at Koolongsoo as ina great de- 
gree temporary. 

As a means of recruiting health, and at the same time 


of exploring the ground and diffusing a knowledge of 


Christ and his salvation, Dr. Abeel now made a series of 
boat excursions to places in the vicinity of Amoy, in com- 
pany with fellow laborers in the work. 

It soon became evident, however, that nothing short of 
asea voyage could prolong the life of Dr. Abeel, and 
after spending a month at Canton and Hongkong, he 
embarked for the United States, and arrived at New York 
on the 3d of April, 1845. To the joy of his numerous 
friends, his life has been unexpectedly prolonged. 

In the autumn of that year, the two brethren who re- 
mained in the field were called to pass through the furnace 
of severe affliction. On the 30th of September, Mrs. 
Pohlman was called away by death, and was buried in 
the same grave with her little son, who had died two 
months before. And on the Sth of the following month, 
Mrs. Doty followed her departed sister. Mrs. Pohlman 
died a few days after the birth of a daughter. Mrs. Doty 
had for some time been declining. 

In each of the families thus painfully bereaved there 
were two little children, and it became necessary for Mr. 
Doty to visit this country, bringing the four motherless 
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children with him. He arrived in the ship Houqua on 
the 6th of March, 1846, and gives a very favorable ac- 
count of the field that is open to the missionaries of the 
cross in China. | 

A missionary of a kindred society, speaking of the 
number of souls accessible to the missionary from Amoy, 
has recently said,—‘‘If the cities of Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore were situated in a valley, 
forty miles long and ten or fifteen broad, and the whole 
intervening country were so thickly covered with villages 
that a man should never be out of sight of one or more of 
them, still the population of that valley would not be as 
great as is the population of this part of China.” 


TAMIL MISSION, IN INDIA. 


To give ample room for choice, in respect to fields of 
labor among the heathen, to the young ministers in the 
Reformed Dutch Church desiring to go on missions, and 
to increase the motive among them to become missiona- 
ries, it has been deemed a matter of duty to attempt the 
formation of a mission by men from the Reformed Dutch 
Church, among the Tamil people of Southern India. On 
the 10th of March, 1846, the Prudential Committee of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
after conference with their brethren of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Dutch Church, passed 
the following resolution, viz: 


“ Resolved, That the Prudential Committee are ready 
to attempt the formation, in one of the vacant districts of 
the Tamil coutry in Southern India, of a mission to be 
composed exclusively of missionaries from the Reformed 
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Dutch Church ; provided the requisite number of men for 
such an enterprise can soon be obtained from that 
Church.” 


This mission ought to be commenced as soon as the 
winter of 1846, and by three missionaries. The ‘Tamil 
field is one of the best and most inviting in the heathen 
world. The missionaries would have the benefit of all 
the literary labors of missionaries in the Tamil language, 
from Ziegenbalgh down to the present time, and of the 
experience and counsels of many fellow laborers among 
people speaking that language, and laboring in districts’ 
not far distant. 
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